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preface 



(JETTING married is a subject in which 
every one is interested ; and this in- 
terest does not pass away with the years. 
The oldest people will take the liveliest in- 
terest in a marriage. Yet the value and 
meaning of marriage are very little consid- 
ered. There is no step pertaining to our 
earthly life more solemn or fraught with a 
deeper meaning, and yet there is no step 
which is taken so thoughtlessly and with 
so little consideration of what is involved. 
The novels, so widely read in these last 
days, to a great extent cause this, by fill- 
ing the minds of the young with foolish 
notions of marriage and of life. The 
true ends of marriage are thus thwarted > 
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and "much and lasting injury results. In 
the hope of proving helpful to the young 
and of directing attention to the vital mat- 
ters discussed, the author has been led to 
write this little book. If he shall in a 
single case succeed in impressing upon 
any mind the importance of wisdom in 
getting married, the amount of human 
happiness that will thus be secured will 
amply repay the labor of preparing the 
book. It is a subject which must eventually 
become an important element in the edu- 
cation of the young. When it is borne 

* 

in mind how little serious thought is given 
to the true meaning of marriage, the won- 
der is that there are so many happy 
marriages. To increase the number is 
the wish of the author. 

These talks are left in the form in which 
they were delivered, as being on the 
whole best suited to the purpose in view. 



Qoptepts. 



Marriage from the Husband's Stand- 
point t .' 7 

Marriage as Viewed by the Wdte 31 

After Marriage 61 

The Forbddden Alliance 91 

Harmony at Home 117 



"Maids want nothing but husbands, but when 
they have them they want everything." 

— Shakespeare. 



"Woman's empire, holier, more refined, 

Moulds, moves and sways the fall'n yet God 

given mind, 

Lifting the earth crushed heart to hope and 

heaven." 

— Hale. 



"Earth's noblest thing, a woman perfected." 

— Lowell. 



/I)arria^ Qopsid^d from fyt J*US- 
band's Stapdpoipt. 



"For the daughter of Ahab was his wife." — 
II. Kings, 8: 18. 

*^EW nobler characters are mentioned 
in the Bible than Jehoshaphat, a son 
better than the sire, and who continued the 
work of Asa, his father, in all his plans 
for the benefit of his people. But alas, 
what a frightful change came when Jeho- 
ram reigned in his stead. Judah was 
peaceful and prosperous and happy when 
the good king died ; idolatry had been 
rooted out from the land and wise and 
just Judges, who acted in the fear of God, 
had been established in all the cities. 
Trade and commerce were flourishing, 
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and the neighboring nations were tribu- 
taries or allies, anxious to keep the good 
will of Judah. Peace within and with- 
out, a happy, united and prosperous 
people, with a well-filled treasury ; these 
were bequeathed to Jehoram by . his 
father. Never did a king ascend the 
throne with brighter prospects for happi- 
ness and glory than did Jehoram. All 
difficulties had been removed from his 
path, if he will only go on in the way of 
his father and grandfather. 

But alas ! with all his goodness, Asa 
had committed a sin, which, though a lit- 
tle thing seemingly, bore bloody fruit in 
after years. When attacked by Baasha 
he had recourse to the King of Syria for 
help, against the warning of the prophet. 
Then when Jehoshaphat came to the 
throne Syria became so troublesome that 
he entered into an alliance with Ahab, 
and to strengthen this alliance he married 
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his son to the daughter of the idolatrous 
king, a sin which the house of David ex- 
piated in rivers of blood. A brilliant 
match this, and one approved by the 
statesmen of the time as contributing to 
the national advantage. Here is a prince 
married to a princess, the daughter of a 
neighboring king with whom his father 
had formed an alliance, offensive and de- 
fensive. Surely one would think it was 
a fitting match ; but of the terrible results 
of that marriage the after history tells us. 
Jehoram seems to have been an upright 
young man. He was trained by pious 
parents and reared in the midst of the 
true worship. And although we are told 
that his brothers were better than he, it 
can be explained on the ground that he 
was the oldest son, and hence more flat- 
tered by the courtiers anxious to ingratiate 
themselves in the favor of the future king. 
That he was not an evil man, to begin 
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with, is proved by the one reason the 
Scripture alleges for his wickedness, "for 
the daughter of Ahab was his wife." It 
was the wife he married that ruined him. 

A WARNING. 

I beg you who have marriageable sons 
to take warning from Jehoshaphat. If 
so great and good a man as he did wrong 
in this matter do not imagine that you 
are safe. Though you $re not a king, yet 
the same motive that influenced Jehosha- 
phat may influence you. He desired 
such a marriage for his son as would be 
for the worldly advantage of himself and 
his kingdom. In thinking of whom your 
son shall marry, does no thought of 
worldly advantage to be gained come into 
your mind? Note the many attractions 
Athalia possessed. She had high posi- 
tion, her father was a great king. She 
was beautiful in her person — and think 
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what a mighty power over the hearts and 
lives of men female beauty has been in 
all the ages. She was a woman of great 
talent. The world has seen few rulers of 
more consumate ability than those two 
women, Jezebel and her daughter. Both 
were brave, too ; never were men braver. 
Witness how Jezebel defied Elijah in the 
very height of his triumph, and frightened 
him so that he fled out of Samaria across 
Judah and a day's journey into the wil- 
derness. It was no weak and silly woman 
who could terrify such a hero as Elijah. 
See, also, how Athaliah, unattended, and 
knowing she was in the midst of enemies, 
unflinchingly faced Jehoida in the temple. 
These two women had wonderful ability, 
also, in devising means to carry out their 
schemes, and they had that iron strength 
of will which bent all around them 
to their sway. High position, wealth, 
beauty, culture, ability, and courage — 
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Athaliah had all these. What more could 
Jehoram desire ? Was not this an eligi- 
ble match? So he thought, and so his 
father thought, and yet that marriage 
brought him only retribution and ruin. 

We cannot help feeling a degree of ad- 
miration for the genius and brilliancy of 
Athaliah. For twenty years alone and in 
the midst of a hostile people, who hated 
while they feared her, she was supreme 
ruler, since she governed not only while 
she was Queen regnant, but during the 
life of her husband and her son. But 
along with our involuntary admiration for 
the wonderful force of character of Jeze- 
bel and Athaliah, we have a contempt for 
Ahab and Jehoram, that they were weak 
enough to give up their worship of God at 
the dictation of their wives. We are in- 
clined to wish that Jezebel had gotten hold 
of a man like Asa, who was strong enough 
and brave enough to do right, no matter 
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( 
what disturbance he made in his own 

household, who never for a moment sacri- 
ficed principle for domestic peace, and 
who could stand alike "the constant drip- 
ping of a very rainy day," and the sudden 
thunderstorm of wrath. 

THE RESULTS OF A BAD CHOICE. 

There is no need that I should speak in 
detail of the sins of Jehoram, his cruel 
murder of his brother, his base idolatries, 
his shameless vices, or that I should tell 
of his sufferings and miserable death after 
a brief reign of eight years, leaving the 
sad epitaph inspiration has given him, 
% "He departed without being desired." 
The life of this bad man, as set forth in 
Scripture, is full of important lessons for 
young men, which I may not here discuss. 
I simply point to him as a man whose life 
was wrecked by the wrong choice of a 
wife. The one comprehensive reason the 
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Bible gives for his career of crime is, "For 
the daughter of Ahab was his wife." 
How could greater emphasis be given to 
the vast importance of a man's choosing 
wisely in selecting a companion for life ? 

BEAUTY NOT THE PARAMONT GRACE IN A WIFE. 

And now, my friends, you who often 
think, and who ought to think of the sort 
of woman you will marry, what are the 
points you consider as essential ? That she 
shall be beautiful ? Well, I admit there is 
a great attraction in female beauty, and 
great power in it over the hearts of men. 
The great and stern Emperor Theodosius 
was deaf to all arguments and entreaties in # 
behalf of Valentinian, but when the beau- 
tiful Galla appeared before him to inter- 
cede for her brother, her beauty did what 
nothing else could accomplish, and the ob- 
durate emperor yielded, and heartily es- 
poused the cause of Valentinian. Beauty 
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is rightly valued by women, though it is 
apt to be too highly valued. A woman is 
morally bound to make herself as good- 
looking as she can do, consistent with the 
other duties incumbent upon her, though 
she must not neglect higher things to be 
beautiful. But while beauty is desirable 
in a wife, it has often been the attraction 
which lured men to their ruin. Witness 
Mark Anthony. Other things being equal, 
it is right for you to prefer the most beau- 
tiful girl; but, alas, other things never are 
equal, and there is great danger that beauty 
will be accompanied by vanity, and that 
in after years, when beauty fades, as fade 
it must, your wife's disposition will be- 
come soured, and your love for her will 
cease. You must love your wife till death 
do you part, and therefore your love must 
rest only upon such things as will abide; 
those graces of heart and of character 
which brighten with the passing years. 
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wealth not the chief object to be sought 

in marriage. 

Do you regard wealth, and have an eye 
single to the amount of property to be 
gained by your wife ? Marrying for money 
is a thing I hold in such contempt that I 
hardly dare trust myself to speak of it.' 
What language can fitly describe the tak- 
ing a solemn institution of God and mak- 
ing it a mere means of money getting? 
The man who sells his vote for money be- 
trays the great trust of his citizenship, and 
forfeits the respect of all right-thinking 
people. But what is that to a man's mar- 
rying for money and thus selling himself? 
No matter how much wealth a young lady 
may have, unless you are man enough to 
give her a decent support, have too much 
respect for her and for yourself to ask her to 
become your wife. The most unmanly and 
the most contemptible thing in this world, 



Talks on Getting Married. 17 

 

so full of baseness, is to sponge one's liv- 
ing out of his wife or her relatives. The 
man who does this is an Iscariot who be- 
trays his manhood and barters his soul for 
thirty pieces of silver. 

THE HUSBAND MUST HAVE A CHARACTER OF 

HIS OWN. 

Will you chiefly regard position and fa- 
mily influence in the choice of a wife? 
This is not so bad as to marry for money; 
but still it is unworthy of true manhood. 
No right-thinking man is willing to be a 
mere appendage to a powerful family. He 
wishes to make a name for himself, and to 
be known and honored for his own sake, 
rather than to be talked of simply as "the 
man who married Miss So and So. " Many 
men have been eclipsed by the distinction 
of their wives and their families, and have 
been overshadowed by their high position. 

Prince Albert would have been recognized 
2 
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as a great man had he married some good 
woman unknown to fame, but for all time 
to come history will know him simply as 
Queen Victoria's husband. What fame is 
possible to Mr. Bartlett, if that is his 
name, now that he has married Baroness 
Burdette Couts? He can never hope to 
rise above simply being her husband. Je- 
horam made a brilliant match; Athaliah 
was beautiful, wealthy, and a princess, and 
yet — and yet — it was a fatal match and 
wrought his ruin. All his sin and shame 
and suffering came upon him because "the 
daughter of Ahab was his wife. " Brilliant 
matches are not always true marriages, 
they are often far otherwise. 

LOVE, THE CONTROLLING PRINCIPLE IN MAR- 
RIED LIFE. 

Do you ask what points, then, you shall 
consider in selecting a wife ? I answer, 
"Seek first the kingdom of God and his 
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righteousness." Consider first of all and 
most important of all the laws God has 
given concerning marriage and the obliga- 
tions matrimony imposes . 4 'Husbands love 
your wives and be not bitter against them. ' ' 
"Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with your 
wives according to knowledge, giving 
honor to women as unto the weaker ves- 
sel. " " Husbands love your wives even as 
Christ also loved the church." "For this 
cause shall a man leave father and mother 
and cleave to his wife, and they twain shall 
be one flesh." Love, first of all and the 
foundation of all, a love which shall re- 
semble the great love of Christ for his 
people. If you do not love a woman thus 
you sin against God in marrying her. 

THE WIFE SHOULD BE WORTHY OF HONOR. 

Second, you must honor her, and you 
have no right to marry a woman whose 
character you do not honor. You would 
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not for a moment think of marrying a 
vicious woman, and I would to God that 
women were as careful in this as men. 
But you may be in danger of wedding a 
wife who is vain, and selfish, and frivolous, 
though she may be rich, and beautiful, and 
accomplished. 

The wife is to be a helpmeet for her hus- 
band. In choosing a wife, therefore, God 
requires that you seek a helpmeet for you 
— a woman who will devote herself to your 
highest good here and hereafter, and by 
whose molding influence you will become 
nobler and purer as the years go on. Men 
need wives more than women need hus- 
bands. Adam needed a wife, and there- 
fore God created Eve; it was not that she 
needed a husband. And while a woman 
may innocently remain unmarried, a man 
may not. It is his duty to find a suitable 
wife, and no earthly treasure that can be 
sought is to be for a moment compared to 
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a good and true wife. Ruskin was right 
in saying: "No man ever lived a right life 
who had not been chastened by a woman's 
love, strengthened by her courage, and 
guided by her discretion." And there is a 
deep truth in the old . Greek myth of 
Theseus. With all his prowess and genius 
he could not make his way through the 
Cretan labyrinth and slay the Minotaur till 
Ariadne g^ve him a clew of thread. Fem- 
inine tact was indispensable to the great- 
est of heroes. No man can thread rightly 
the labyrinth of life and overcome the 
enemies that beset him unless helped by a 
noble wife. It has been truly said that the 
soul's armor is never well set to the heart 
unless a woman's hand has braced it. 

"For the daughter of Ahab was his 
wife." All over the blackened ruined life 
of Jehoram is that warning written in let- 
ters of blood, that there is nothing of more 
vital importance to a man than the charac- 
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ter of the woman lie marries. His own 
character will, to a great extent, be made 
or marred by her. He learns to see people 
and things through her eyes. Is she nar- 
row and selfish ? He becomes so. Is she 
wise and helpful? How is his wisdom 
strengthened and his courage increased. 
One of the wisest men I ever knew used 
to say, when some one spoke of a promis- 
ing young man: "There is % no telling 
what sort of a man he will be till you see 
the woman he marries. ' ' If Jehoram had 
only had wisdom enough to choose rightly 
how different would have been his own 
fate and that of his descendants and his 
nation ! Yet that marriage with Athaliah 
seemed a most excellent one from a world- 
ly point of view — quite a brilliant match 
as I have said, for Ahab had wider domin- 
ions than Jehosaphat, and was wealthier 
also, from his league with Tyre — that 
great city of the merchants of the earth. 
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Athahah had wealth and beauty and rank 
and power and courage and culture. If 
she was in Louisville to-day, how many 
suitors she would have ! Yet she was sel- 
fish and scheming and unscrupulous. Look- 
ing upon Jehoram's murdered brothers 
and children, upon the ruin of his nation 
and his own dishonored grave — for the 
people would not bury him among the 
kings — we can see that there are other and 
higher things to be considered than the 
worldly advantages of a|inarriage with 
Ahab's daughter. 

WHAT THE MAN MUST BE AND DO. 

Upon the man rests the first responsi- 
bility in choosing a woman to be his wife. 
Ghe is only to accept or reject him. It 
should therefore be his first care to make 
himself worth having — fit to be the hus- 
band of a noble woman. No man who is 
not fit to be a good husband has any right 
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to ask a woman to become his wife. His 
second care is to determine what is to be 
his life-work and then he should select a 
woman who he has good reason to believe 
will be a true helpmeet for him in that Kf e- 
work. The capitalists and the laborers do 
not need the same sort of wives. The 
woman who would suit a merchant would 
not suit a missionary. Find out what your 
life-work is to be, what you are to live for 
in the world, and then find a wife who can 
give you intelligent sympathy in that pur- 
suit. A statesman's wife must , i#ow 
enough of statecraft and be sufficiently in- 
terested in it to enter into her husband's 
plans and give him the benefit of that par- 
ticular tact for which women have ever 
been famous. And so for all other pur- 
suits. But she must really know what she 
pretends to lmow, however little. If she 
misconceives the questions at issue, and 
misunderstands the points involved, she 
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will not help her husband, she will only 
tease him. It has been well said of the 
wife of ^Thomas Carlyle: "If she had not 
devoted her life to him ho could not have 
worked. * * * She lived to see his work 
completed and to see him recognized in 
full for what he is and for what he has 
done." 

HOW*TO SETTLE THE QUESTION. 

Do you ask, "How can I tell in advance 
whether a particular lady will suit me? " 
It is difficult, at best, I confess, and the 
usages of our society increase the difficulty, 
but remember that it is generally the most 
difficult things which are the most needful 
things; and you may be sure that no 
earthly thing is more important to you 
than the wise choice of the companion to 
whom you will link your life. Avoid haste 
in making up your mind, and do not allow 
yourself to be so much interested in a lady 
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that your judgment will not be clear. 
Eschew and put far from yon all foolish 
thought of "love at first sight;" for true 
love is ever founded on a knowledge of 
character. "Love at first sight " is apt to 
prove hate at second sight; and the parties 
will fulfil the old adage, ' 4 Marry in haste 
and repent at leisure." No; you should 
investigate the character of the woman 
you think of marrying far more diligently 
and carefully than you would investigate 
the obscure title to a piece of property in 
which you proposed to invest your all. 
I cannot here go into details ; only be 
determined that you will know, and pray 
to God to guide you, and you will not be 
likely to make a mistake. 

Do not imagine that you can marry an 
unsuitable wife and afterward mold her 
into the form you desire. Surely, one 
would have thought, Athaliah withdrawn 
from Jezebel's influence and brought to 
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the court of pious Jehoshaphat, where 
the true worship was maintained and the 
circumstances were so favorable ; surely, 
her mother's lessons eradicated, she 
would be molded into a good wife for 
Jehoram. Just as the experiment failed 
then, so it will ever fail. A recent phi- 
losopher lias put it : " You can chisel a boy 
into shape as you would a rock, or ham- 
mer him into it as you would a piece of 
bronze ; but you cannot hammer a girl 
into anything. She grows as a flower 
grows." If the girl you admire has 
grown to womanhood without those quali- 
ties which would make her a helpmeet for 
you, you may be sure she will never have 
them by any efforts you may put forth. 

THE WIFE THE LIGHT OF THE HOME. 

It is the wife who makes the home.' 
She gives to it its order, comfort and love- 
liness. And there are in our language 
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no dearer words, as there are in the world 
no dearer things, than mother, wife and 
home. To be a helpmeet for her husband, 
to make him purer, wiser and nobler ; to 
give him intelligent sympathy and to make 
his home happy, this is the wife's great 
obligation. A beautiful and accomplished 
lady may make an elegant parlor orna- 
ment, but only a woman with an unselfish 
heart and a noble soul, sanctified by grace, 
can make a true wife ; who is neither a 
servant, a plaything, nor a petj but a 
helpmeet as God intended her to be. It 
was said of one of the truest women and 
best wives in this century : c c Nobody could 
help loving her, and nobody but was the 
better for doing so. She had the gift of 
calling forth the best qualities that were 
in people." u A good wife is from the 
Lord," and when by the favor of God 
you have such an one, then cherish her 
as your greatest treasure, for "her price 
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is far above rubies." Your heart can 
safely trust in her and she will do you 
"good and not evil all the days of her 
life." 



GETTING MARRIED. 



FROM THE WIFE'S STANDPOINT. 



"That they may train the young women to 
love their husbands, to love their children, to be 
sober-minded, chaste, workers at home, kind, 
being in subjection to their own husbands, that 
the Word of God be not blasphemed." 

— Titus ii : 4 and 5. 



a 



As women owe a duty, so do men : 
Men must be like the branch and bark of trees, 
Which both defend them from tempestuous rage, 
Clothe them in winter, tender them in age ; 
Or as ewe's love unto their weanlings lives, 
So should be husbands' custom to their wives." 

— Wilkins. 



"No man ever lived a right life who had not 
been chastened by a woman's love, strengthened 
by her courage, and guided by her discretion. 

— Buskin, 



/T)arria<je as l/ieu/ed by tl?e U/ife. 



"Wilt thou go with this man*? And she said, I 
will go." — Gen. xxiv : 58. 

|T IS not my purpose to dwell on the 

idyllic beauty of this whole chapter, 

giving, as it does, such a tender and 

beautiful insight into the home life of 

those olden times. It is of marriage, 

viewed from the standpoint of the wife 

and of her parents, that I wish to speak. 

It is Abraham's and Bethuel's part in this 

old wedding, on the one hand, and of 

Rebecca's part on the other, upon which 

I would dwell. 

Isaac had arrived at manhood and it 

was time that he should be married and 

see the sons of the promised line growing 

up around him. His father would see 
3 
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liim married ere liis own death, and while 
his gentle son is yet sunk in melancholy, 
mourning for his mother, Abraham bestirs 
himself ; for, according to the custom of 
the country, he must take the first step. 
Whom shall he choose ? What shall be 
the chief points he shall consider in 
reaching a decision ? For nearly half a 
century he has lived here among this peo- 
ple. Many and fair are the daughters of 
the land who have grown up around him. 
There are daughters of kings, whose al- 
liance would be of the greatest advantage 
— as men see advantage — to Abraham 
himself and particularly to Isaac, who is 
not the equal of his great father, and who 
therefore shall have more need of help 
and friendship from these kings, among 
whom he lives. There was a powerful 
temptation to Abraham to strengthen his 
position in the land by some such alliance. 
But he knew the one all important 
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alliance for his son was alliance with God. 
He knew the influence wives exert over 
their husbands, especially when they have 

« 

the gentle and dreamy disposition of 
Isaac. 

What requisites did this wise old patri- 
arch regard in the choice of a daughter- 
in-law? Not wealth, nor beauty, nor 
family influence in the land ; but, as 
Lange well says, "Spiritual kindred and 
equality of birth." These Canaanites are 
all idolaters ; but though in the years 
since Terah died in Haran, his descend- 
ants may not have preserved an entirely 
pure worship, yet they are worshippers of 
Jehovah still. Her religious faith and 
the purity of her blood are the two points 
which Abraham considers essential in a 
wife for his son. He has no thought for 
the size of her dowry or for any worldly 
advantage whatever. I would that the 
parents before me would heed the exam- 
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pie of Abraham in this thing. The 
influence you exert over your children, 
and more especially over your daughters, 
in the matter of a choice of their life 
companion, is rightly very great. But 
you should use this influence with an eye 
single to the highest good of your child, 
here and hereafter. Train her to con- 
sider these points for herself, that they 
may determine her choice as well as your 
own. Impress her with the great fact 
that marriage is the most important step, 
humanly speaking, she can take in life, 
and that a mistake here is sure to bring 
disastrous consequences. There are many 
things that effect our lives over which we 
have no control, but our marriage is a 
matter of free choice, and it calls for our 
highest wisdom. 

Now, when a suitor asks for your 
daughter's hand, what are the chief points 
you consider ? That he is a true worship- 
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per of God, as Abraham considered in 
regard to his son's wife ? Do you care 
more for character than for wealth or po- 
sition? Do you care for purity of blood? 
So far from sneering at " good blood " in 
men, we should remember that it is of 
even more importance than training. It 
ranks next to piety. Bad training is more 
easily overcome than bad blood. It is far 
more important that people should be 
thoroughbred than that horses should be 
so. The laws of heredity are no mere 
theories, they are laws of nature, inexor- 
able as death and sternly enforced to the 
third and fourth generations. Ignoring 
them does not rob them of their awful 
power. But please observe what is " good 
blood." I do not consider him of the 
best blood who can trace the longest line 
of wealthy and distinguished ancestors. 
O! no. His is the best blood who has 
the longest line of pure and upright fore- 
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fathers. Whether your grandfather was 
an emperor or whether he was a hod-car- 
rier, makes little difference — but whether 
he was a pure and devout man. In think- 
ing of good blood pay little heed to high 
position or great family names. That 
man has the best blood in his veins who 
comes of a race of men and women who 
have been alike stainless in purity and in- 
flexible in truth and honesty. And that 
man has the vilest blood whose ancestors 
have been impure and dishonest, though 
he be descended from kings or is related 
to every great man in the Nation. 

Abraham knew the purity of the blood 
of Terah's family ; knew there were no 
vices to carry their curse down the line of 
his descendants, therefore he made no 
inquiry as to the worldly prosperity of the 
family or the standing they had acquired. 
It was unnecessary for Abraham to charge 
Eleazer in reference to the character and 
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disposition of the wife to be chosen for 
Isaac. Eleazer's own shrewdness would 
discover means of testing these. It was 
needful to give direction only as regards 
true worship and purity of race ; the 
other things, with Eleazer's wisdom, 
could be taken for granted. But, alas ! 
the character of young men is not some- 
thing which Christian parents can take 
for granted, as Abraham could do in the 
case of Rebecca ; therefore they must in- 
quire into this as of vital importance ere 
they give their daughters in marriage. 
That is a requisite which nothing can com- 
pensate for. There may come times 
when, if a young man be upright and 
honorable, it may be excusable to over- 
look a lack of piety, or when his piety 
may be such as to overcome the bad blood 
in his veins, but there is nothing which 
can compensate for vices in his own 
character. All the wealth of Croesus, 
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the purest blood, the highest position and 
the greatest genius should weigh nothing 
with the father if the man who would wed 
his daughter is of bad habits and depraved 
character. In the marriage of your 
children, as in everything else, the words 
of Christ must be obeyed: "Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God and his right- 
eousness. " 

And that your daughters may consider 
moral worth and character, it is needful 
that they shall see from their earliest 
childhood that these are the things you 
esteem most. If they hear you praising 
mere worldly success, hear you telling 
with evident approval of "smartness," 
hear you talk apologetically of "sowing 
wild oats," as if you believed God could 
be mocked, and a man fail to reap just 
what he has sown, then you cannot hope 
your girls will regard integrity and purity 
as essential in the men they will marry. 
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And you may rue with bitter tears your 
failure in teaching them from their infancy 
to put a right estimate on the worth of 
noble character. 

When Eleazer has told his business, 
and Bethuel and Laban have decided that 
Isaac is a worthy suitor, then is Rebecca 
called upon for the final decision. It is 
she who will leave home and kindred to 
sojourn in Canaan — it may be never 
again to look upon the faces of these 
loved ones. It was right for her parents 
to consider the offer for Rebecca, and 
that their decision, had they found him 
unworthy, should be final. Fathers have 
opportunities to learn the true character 
of young men which maidens, shut in 
from knowledge of evil, cannot have. 
Fathers may sometimes wish their 
daughters to marry evil men from selfish 
motives, but they rarely oppose on the 
ground of character without good reason 
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for such opposition. But while it is well 
for the veto power for unworthy suitors 
to rest with the parents, yet their consent 
should always be conditional on that of 
their daughters. No parent has any right 
to insist on a daughter's marrying a man 
against her wishes, though he may rightly 
forbid her marrying a man who is un- 
worthy. Marriage is too solemn a thing, 
"till death do them part," and the life 
of a woman depends too much on the 
choice she will make for any other person 
to assume the responsibility of deciding 
for her. Should the marriage prove an 
unhappy one, while there is life-long grief 
for the wife, there is life-long remorse 
for the parents who took the decision out 
of her hands. 

" Wilt thou go with this man ? " is the 
question asked of the young Rebecca 
as she stood before her relatives. "Wilt 
thou go with this man? " is the ques- 
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tion asked of every young maiden as 
she stands looking out upon life. And I 
wish to speak some words of truth and 
soberness which may influence those who 
hear me to choose rightly. First of all 
you must remember that marriage is an 
institution which God has established for 
his own wise purposes, and, therefore, 
the chief thing for you to consider is the 
laws he has established for its govern- 
ment. In this, as in all things else, my 
young friends, you must think of God 
first, not of your own pleasure or of the 
happiness of others, but first of God and 
afterward of these other rightful things. 
He has given commandments concerning 
marriage, and you can as easily disobey 
Him about getting married as about being 
baptized or anything else. God loves 
you and takes a loving Father's interest 
in you. ' He will be pleased to see you 
well married. He made you to be a help- 
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meet for man, and you may be sure you 
are glorifying Him if, in entering the 
estate of matrimony, you heed the com- 
mandments He has laid upon you ; com- 
mandments given in infinite wisdom and 
infinite love. If you are a Christian you 
will be anxious to please God and you 
will know that all his laws work together 
for your good. But whether you are a 
Christian or not, these laws are unchang- 
ing. Woe to you if you disregard them. 
As you face the question, i ' Wilt thou 
go with this man?" the duties and obli- 
gations you will take upon yourself are 
clearly set before you in the Bible. "And 
the wife see that she reverence her hus- 
band." "Thy desire shall be to thy 
husband, and he shall rule over thee." 
Wives, submit yourselves unto your own 
husbands, as it is fit in the Lord." Rev- 
erence first, a fear of offense and of 
alienation, the wife must see that she 
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reverence the husband. You are to marry 
no man to whom you cannot look up with 
conjugal fear. The second point is sub- 
mission ; not absolute and complete, as a 
servant to his master, but, " as it is fit in 
the Lord. " Whatever other things you 
may consider, and rightly consider, it is 
your solemn duty to God to marry no 
man whom you cannot reverence and 
whom you are not willing to obey in the 
Lord. I know these are old-fashioned 
doctrines and old-fashioned virtues. I 
know that much of the teaching of this 
age is to reverence nothing and obey 
nobody, and this is called c i freedom and 
progress." But God does not advance 
thus with any century, nor do His laws 
make such progress. His wisdom is still 
infinitely greater than that of the Nine- 
teenth Century, and the penalty for 
violation of His laws is not relaxed by 
any dissolving of human government. 
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Whenever men attempt ^to alter God's 
regulations, or to substitute others for 
them, they invariably do harm. Because 
a wife is not happy unless she loves her 
husband is reason enough why the apostle 
should charge the older women to teach 
the younger ones to love their husbands, 
and it is good reason for advising every 
girl to be very careful about marrying a 
man she does not truly love. But men have 
gone farther than that, and, like good- 
natured Uzzahs, have put out their hands 
to steady the ark of family life. They 
have substituted love for that reverence 
and willingness to submit, which God has 
required, and talk as if the Bible said 
simply, "Wives, love your husbands." 

Why, the great burden of the thousands 
of novels which are put into the hands of 
our girls, is that a woman should marry 
the man she loves, without any reference 
to reverence or obedience. In common 
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conversation, how often it is said, 4 ' You 
should not marry a man you do not love, ' ' 
and how seldom we hear, "You should 
not marry a man you do not reverence." 
To be "true to the man she loves," is 
considered a noble thing in a woman — it 
is nobler to be true to the man she rever- 
ences. Suppose the Christians of our 
land had been true to their daughters and 
their God in this thing ; suppose that our 
girls had had it impressed upon them, in 
conversation, in books, and in all the 
ways in which marriage is made a subject 
of thought, that they must marry no man 
whom they did not reverence ; can you 
estimate the good that obedience to that 
one requirement of God would have done 
in this world ? But, instead of that, our 
girls are taught that they must marry the 
man they love, without any thought of 
reverence at all. The consequence is, 
they persist in marrying unsuitable men. 
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and often dissipated men, vicious men, 
worthless men, merely because they love 
them ; and the terrible results which follow, 
in unhappiness, separations, wretchedness, 
and even want, they bring on themselves, 
and the grief which weighs upon the par- 
ents' hearts as they stand helpless in their 
loving pity, are known to all men. 

This must all be changed, and that 
speedily, if our society is not to crumble 
from the ruin of that foundation of all 
earthly good — the family. The great 
number of divorces are not due to marry- 
ing originally without love, but to marrying 
without reverence. Girls must be taught 
not to think for a moment of marrying a 
man whose character they cannot revere ; 
and boys must be taught that they cannot 
hope for noble wives unless they grow 
up with characters worthy of reverence. 
Both girls and boys must be taught that 
their responsibility in marrying is first to 
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God. It will not do for a girl to say, ' ' I 
will be happier married to this drunken, 
vicious man whom I love than I would be 
married to any man I reverence, or in re- 
maining unmarried." Her own pleasure 
is no excuse for disobeying God, and be- 
sides, she is sadly mistaken in thinking 
that a marriage solely for love will bring 
happiness. She must either obey God in 
her marriage or refuse to marry at all. 
She is not required to marry a man whom 
she does not love ; she is simply forbidden 
to marry a man she does not reverence 
and is not willing to obey in the Lord. 
With that one restriction she can consult 
her own wishes. The ideal marriage is 
when the wife reveres, loves, and will 
cheerfully obey in the Lord her husband. 
That is the lot I hope God will grant 
to every maiden among us. To every 
woman is left these three choices : She 

may marry a man whom she reverences, 
4 
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'she may remain unmarried, or she may 
marry a man whom she both reverences 
and loves, and this is the ideal marriage. 
Bnt to marry without reverence is forbid- 
den to woman, no matter what her motive 
is, whether for money, or position, or 
home, or occupation, or from a foolish 
dread of remaining single, or from the 
most absorbing love. 

"But," one may say, "a woman may 
be mistaken in a man's character. She 
may think he is pure, true, brave and 
God-fearing, and find out after marriage 
that she was mistaken in her estimate." 
That is true, but it is only the greater 
reason for care. A maiden who regards 
a man's character as the important thing 
rather than the number and fervor of his 
protestations of love, and who gives heed 
to the opinion of her parents, and prays 
to God for guidance, is by no means likely 
to be deceived. The danger is, obviously, 
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far less than if she turn her back on God's 
Jaw and "follow the dictates of her own 
heart." One may love very passionately 
for a while a bad character, whether the 
badness consists in vice or petty mean- 
ness, but when the A "passion shall have 
spent its wayward force " all the best of 
the race shall learn to their bitter sorrow 
that only love which is rooted in reverence 
is abiding. 

The bitter consequences of a disregard 
of this law are not confined to the poor 
girl, who, in the thoughtlessness of her 
youth, and under the teachings of what 
she has read and heard, marries a man 
because she loves him, with little thought 
of his character. Alas ! the sins against 
this law are also visited upon the third 
and fourth generations. How many a 
mother in this city alone is suffering for 
her sin in marrying a vicious man by see- 
ing her sons go astray from the evil 
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tendencies inherited from their father, 
and gathered from the example of that* 
father and the associates he has brought 
around them. I beg you, my friends, be 

not deceived. God is not mocked ; what- 

< 

soever a woman soweth that shall she also 
reap. 

I hope no one will misunderstand me, 
and think I have argued that women must 
marry men whom they do not love. Oli- 
ver Wendell Holmes has well said that 
love is only one reason for marrying, 
while there may be a hundred reasons 
against it. 

I leave the whole question of love just 
where the Bible leaves it, and I insist that 
women must not marry men whom they 
do not reverence, and whom they are not 
willing to obey in the Lord. The wife is 
the helpmeet for her husband. She is to 
submit to him in all things save in mat- 
ters of conscience. There she is respon- 
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sible first to God. If a man should 
demand of his wife what is contrary to 
her conscience, it is her duty to refuse ; 
but outside this higher realm Rhe is to sub- 
mit to him and recognize him as the head 
of the family, 4 ' even as Christ is the head 
of the church." If our girls were only 
taught the obligations assumed in mar- 
riage, I am sure there would be less 
running away with worthless, dissipated 
men. 

A gentleman from the interior of the 
State recently courted a young lady in 
this city. He is a man of fine appearance, 
of agreeable manners, of education, of 
decided talent, and is successful in busi- 
ness. She knew all this, but ere she 
would entertain his suit she got her father 
and brothers to get reliable information 
as to his personal character. And not till 
she was thoroughly satisfied that he was a 
man that she could reverence did she con- 
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sent to become his wife. Here is a noble 
example, worthy of the imitation of every 
maiden in the land. 

A character worthy of reverence. What 
are the qualities which true women honor 
in men? Truth, bravery, purity and 
strength — these four — with all they in- 
volve. That firm strength of character 
which is the foundation of all integrity 
and steadfastness : who honors a weak- 
minded, weak-souled man ? That truth 
to God, his fellow-men and to her, which 
is the foundation on which her faith in 
him can rest. That purity, which she has 
a right to demand, shall be as stainless in 
him as he demands in her, and that 
bravery which quails not before danger, 
and heeds neither men's sneers nor their 
threats. These are what women rever- 
ence in men, and these our youths must 
strive to possess ere they are worthy to 
ask noble women to become their wives. 



■B 
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There are other things in marriage our 
Rebeccas should consider thoughtfully. 
The disposition, aside from the character, 
has much to do with the peace and happiness 
of home life. Men of goodness, truth, 
and courage may vary in disposition. 
One may be easily annoyed and another 
moody. One is reticent, and another 
voluble and diffusive. One is cheerful, 
another despondent. One is demonstra- 
tive to a degree unpleasant to a wife of 
the opposite temperament ; another is re- 
served, so that a woman who desires 
voluble affection would suffer greatly 
from doubts of his love. Similarity of 
taste also sweetens life. Congeniality 
between the loved ones of husband and 
wife is very desirable. It is of great im- 
portance for a maiden to consider whether 
the circumstances around her after mar- 
riage will be such as will promote h?r 
growth in grace and her usefulness ii 
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God's service. The great law of the 
Christian life mast ever be the controlling 
principle: "Bear ye one another's bur- 
dens, and so fulfil the law of Christ." 

I shall have accomplished my purpose 
if I impress upon your hearts that in mar- 
riage the first obligation is to God, and 
that all disregard of His law will be 
sternly punished on you and your children. 
Men are not commanded to reverence 
their wives, and yet no man who respects 
himself will marry a woman he does not 
honor. If only our women were as ^care- 
ful, what a powerful incentive it would be 
to urge men to honorable and upright 
lives ; if only every woman would refuse 
tQ marry a man whose goodness is not as 
stainless as he requires hers to be ! God 
forbid that men should ever think less of 
the character of the wives they choose, 
and may He hasten the day when husbands 
must have the same irreproachable char- 
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acters. You should no more think of 
marrying a drunken man than your brother 
would think of marrying a drunken 
woman. And you should no more think 
of receiving attentions from a drunken 
man than your brother would think of 
paying attentions to a drunken woman. 
And do not marry a man in order to 
reform him, no matter how many promises 
he may make. Not one in a hundred of 
such experiments are successful, and do 
not be foolish enough to think your case 
will be the fortunate exception. You can 
do much, and you ought to do much to 
reform the vicious and protect the inno- 
cent. But this is to be done, not by 
marrying dissipated men, but by using 
your great influence against the things 
that make men dissipated — the drinking 
customs of society, the saloons and 
gambling dens among us. I beg that you 
make most of the opportunity given you. 
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"Whatsoever you do, do all for the glory 
of God." Loving husbands, reverencing 
wives, and obedient children make homes 
which are for God's glory when piety is 
there also. Our hearts go with Rebecca 
in her journey to her new home, and we 
are gladdened across the centuries as we 
read in conclusion of the beautiful story : 
"And Isaac loved her,' and he was com- 
forted after his mother's death." "As 
one whom his mother comforteth," we 
read, and when that comfort was taken 
away, only ' his wife, whom he loved, 
could make good the loss in the loving 
heart of Isaac. All that is tender and 
cheerful in this life of trial and sorrow 
clusters around the word "comfort" and 
links the mother and wife, in their loving 
ministrations,, with the Great Comforter, 
for the sake of whose coming it was ex- 
pedient for His disciples that Jesus Him- 
self should go away. 



AFTER MARRIAGE, 



" To chase the clouds of life's tempestuous hours, 
To strew its short but weary way with flowers, 
New hopes to raise, new feelings to impart, 
And pour celestial balsam on the heart : 
For this to man was lovely woman given, 
The last, best work, the noblest gift of heaven." 
\ — Thomas Love Peacock. 



" May she, when time has sunk him into years, 
Love her old man, and cherish his white hairs; 
Nor he perceive her charms through age decay, 
But think each happy sun his bridal day." 



" Grace was in all her steps, heaven in her eye. 

In every gesture dignity and love." 

— Milton. 
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" Nevertheless, let every one of you in par- 
ticular so love his wife even as himself, and the 
wife see that she reverence her husband." — 
Eph. v : 33. 

WAVING spoken to you about the ob- 
ligations of marriage, and the points 
to be considered by both wife and husband 
before entering into this relation, it re- 
mains for me to add a few words respecting 
the after, duties of the married pair to each 
other. 

The ideal marriage is the union of a 
perfect man, who loves and honors his 
wife, with a perfect woman, who rever- 
ences her husband and submits to him in 
the Lord. But in this fallen world we 
find no perfect men and no perfect women, 
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and so there are no ideal marriages. The 
best are but approximations. How then 
shall an imperfect husband and wife treat 
each other after marriage ? 

The first thing is for them to realize 
what they have done in getting married. 
They have solemnly chosen each other 
out of all the world as life companions in 
the most intimate and binding of all 
human relationships. They have assumed 
new and solemn obligations. They are 
to forsake all the world for each other's 
sake, that they may live together after 
God's ordinance in the holy estate of 
matrimony. In entering upon this new 
and solemn relation, it is important that 
they begin rightly. Often have mistakes 
committed soon after the wedding, done 
harm all through the married life. That 
was not a bad custom of the old Vene- 
tians to have a special sermon on the 
duties of husband and wife preached to 
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each couple immediately after the wed- 
ding. And seventy-five years ago in 
Kentucky special instruction was given to 
each newly married pair. A friend has 
given me a poem which it was the custom 
to read at every wedding. 

THE FAMILY ALTAR. 

First then, after marriage, erect a family 
altar, and pray to God together for his bless- 
ing and guidance. The great Robert Hall 
is credited with saying that family prayer 
"is the hem and border that prevents wed- 
ded life from unraveling," and the hem 
should be there when the garment is first 
made. It can never be so well put on 
after the unraveling has progressed. Do 
you say, 4 ' Yes, but I never prayed aloud 
in my life?" Alas, that this should be 
true ; but, if true, immediately after mar- 
riage is the best time to begin. It will be 

easier then than ever afterward. Many 
5 
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a man who has not maintained a family 
altar has bitterly regretted that he did not 
begin at the commencement of his married 
life. You may answer, "But I do not 
know what to say." Think of your needs, 
remember God's willingness to bless, and 
ask him to enable you to live rightly. 
You can at least read a selection of 
Scripture, and then kneel down and repeat 
the Lord's prayer. 

And to you who have been married for 
years, and for all this time have had no 
family altar, I would say, set up one at 
once. You cannot undo the past, but by 
God's grace you can take care of the 
future. You can find no greater help to 
right living and to domestic happiness. 
God will honor the families which honor 
him. If you will honestly do the best 
you can, God will accept it and will 
graciously bless you. You need it, and 
your children need it. John Randolph 
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said he was saved from atheism by the 
remembrance of the prayers in his child- 
hood's home. Alas! in this world of 
temptation and sin, our children need all 
the safeguards which our love and faith 
can throw around them. Give them, 
then, that most precious of all legacies, 
the remembrance of praying parents. 
Ah ! you can never know how sadly your 
sons may need such recollections when 
in after years vice allures them and your 
forms lie sleeping beneath the graveyard 
grasses. 

BEAR AND FORBEAR. 

You will find after marriage that your 
companion is not perfect. Things seen 
from a distance may seem faultless, but a 
closer inspection shows many blemishes. 
The intimacy of marriage reveals many 
little defects which were not visible in the 
rosy glow of courtship. Happy for you 
if you discover your own faults with those 
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of your companion. If you are disap- 
pointed in your wife — if you thought she 
was an angel and now find her only a 
woman — consider that she, in all proba- 
bility, is still more disappointed in you. 
She finds to her dismay that you are by 
no means the noble hero which before 
marriage her imagination pictured. Then 
is the time to act upon the old adage, 
4 'Bear and forbear." See that you do 
your duty faithfully. Do not be exacting. 
Let not your love degenerate into a mere 
demand for attention. Be careful about 
indulging in reproaches of any sort, and 
do not make comparisons. Be reason- 
able. Remember that you have taken each 
other for better or for worse till death 
shall part you, and so everything must be 
done to brighten the home and strengthen 
the ties of affection — nothing to cast a 
shadow or weaken the bonds. 

If, sir, you discover faults in your wife 



Talks on Getting Married. 69 

remember that it was you who asked her 
to marry you, and the arrangement is of 
your own making. You have taken her 
happiness into your hands, while, if 
you had let her alone, she might have 
married a better man. You are under 
the highest obligations to love and cherish 
her. She has committed herself to your 
keeping for life ; her happiness is intrusted 
to your care, and if you have a spark of 
honor you will not treat her unkindly. 
The highest compliment a woman can pay 
a man is to marry him : and the man who 
cares so little for his solemn vows and is 
so false to his obligations as to be cruel to 
his wife, should not be tolerated in a de- 
cent community. And when I speak of 
cruelty I do not mean simply brutality. 
There are many refined sorts of cruelty 
which are the hardest of all to bear, and 
which are even baser than the more violent 
and brutal forms. There is no danger of 
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your beating your wife, but is there no 
danger of your treating her with coldness 
and neglect ? If you find her lacking in 
qualities you desire your wife to possess, 
think that with all her faults she is a bet- 
ter wife than you deserve to have. I am 
sure there are many more good wives 
than good husbands in the world. 

WOMAN THE WEAKER VESSEL. 

Woman is the "weaker vessel," and is 
peculiarly susceptible to influences from 
a man she loves and who she knows loves 
her. Love your wife even as you love 
yourself, and you will find her develop- 
ment under that love like a beautiful 
flower under the sunshine. She is to be* 
your helpmeet, and you are to make her 
the best helpmeet possible. And for this 
it is indispensable that you should have 
full confidence in her, and take her fully 
into your confidence. You should make 
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her acquainted with all that concerns and 
interests you. Let her know all about 
your plans and your business. Let her 
enter fully into your life. Frequent* no 
place you would be ashamed to have her 
go, and engage in no pleasure which you 
cannot ask her to share. Nowhere will 
you find truer sympathy than with her, 
and you will receive from her that sup- 
port which only a true wife can give. 

THE HUSBAND INDEBTED TO THE WIFE. 

Many a great man's success in life has 
been due to his wife, though the world 
gave all the credit to him. It would be a 
long list, and would contain the names of 
many of earth's greatest and best, that 
would tell of the successes of men which 
were in a great measure due to their wives. 
Erasmus tells us of the home of Sir 
Thomas Moore, and we see there the secret 
of his power. Luther acknowledged his 
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obligations to his wife, and so did Bun- 
yan and Baxter and Edmund Burke and 
Buckland and Niebuhr and Sir William 
Hamilton and Fichte and Guizot'and Car- 
lyle and many others. Listen to Dr. 
Livingston saying on the death of his noble 
wife : "I never was anything till I knew 
you, and I have been a better, happier, 
and more prosperous man ever since." 
In a church on Fleet street, London, there 
is a tablet with an inscription to the mem- 
ory of Sir Samuel Romilly, whose devotion 
to his wife was such that seven days after 
her death he died of a broken heart. He 
described her as a woman of strong under- 
standing, noblest sentiments, warmest 
affection and utmost delicacy. These are 
but few of many cases, and we get bright 
glimpses of these great women inci- 
dentally. None of them sought notoriety 
as good wives. It has been well said, 
4 i The best women are necessarily the most 
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difficult to know ; they are recognized 
chiefly in the happiness of their husbands 
and the nobleness of their children ; they 
are only to be divined, not discerned, by 
the stranger." 

THE HUSBAND CAN MAKE THE WD7E. 

It is always loving husbands who make 
such wives, and where a wife is lacking in 
intelligent sympathy it is likely the hus- 
band is lacking in love. Away with the 
foolish notion, which poets have written 
about, that a wife is to be like a vine 
growing about her husband, who is the 
tree supporting her, while she beautifies 
him. What help does the vine give the 
tree ? It would grow better and flourish 
better without the vine, while a wife is to 
be a helpmeet for her husband, and a man 
cannot rightly do his life work unaided by 
the intelligent sympathy and loving tact 
of his wife. Do not look upon your wife 
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as a vine. Women are not designed 
merely to be attractive ; they are to be 
helpful. And the man who regards his 
wife as an ornament simply, as an object 
to be admired, like a beautiful painting, 
decking her, it may be, with silks and 
jewels, but making no life companion of 
her, asking no intelligent sympathy from 
her, he need not be disappointed if she 
becomes frivolous and vain, and in time 
of trial is found wanting. 

"Husbands, love your wives and be 
not bitter against them." This is a com- 
plete summing up of marital duty. Love 
here is "the fufilling of the law." "So 
love your wife even as yourself," for she 
is to be part of your very self, heart of 
your heart, mind of your mind, and soul 
of your soul. The man who is not as 
careful to please his wife after marriage 
as before, is taking cruel advantage of the 
fact that the marriage tie is indissoluble. 
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Your love after marriage ought to be bet- 
ter and stronger than ever, and it should 
express itself in a hundred delicate ways. 
I do not mean that you should be uxorious 
and live for the sake of your wife. Great 
as is your obligation to be a good hus- 
band, your wife has no right to absorb 
your time and thoughts to the neglect of 
the great life-work that lies before you. 
"The man was not made for the woman, 
but the woman for the man;" but you 
ought to love her as yourself, and never 
give her the slightest reason to doubt your 
affection. "Be not bitter against her ; " 
that is to say, do nothing that shows irri- 
tation or that will provoke it. Always 
be gentle, kind, and considerate. Do 
not go home annoyed by business cares, 
and be sour at your family because things 
have gone wrong with you during the 
day. Never tease or annoy your wife. 
The word "bitter," in the passage I have 
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quoted, carries the idea of being provok- 
ing. Say and do nothing which will dis- 
tress her. Love her as you love yourself, 
and thus you will make her more lovely 
as the years go by, and more helpful. 

Be careful about making an exhibition 
of selfishness to your wife. To be self- 
absorbed and to care for your own pleasure 
more than for her happiness ; to put upon 
her cares you ought yourself to bear, will 
injure you in her estimation in a way she 
can never entirely overcome. It is your 
duty to provide for her and to protect and 
cherish her, and if you fail here you can 
never be the same to her again. You are 
the head of the family, and this God-given 
responsibility you cannot shirk. You are 
responsible for the right training of your 
children, and you must not put the entire 
care of them upon your wife while you go 
off to seek your pleasure. Whatever you 
do which makes her believe that you are 



Talks on Getting Married. 77 

selfish and care more for your gratifica- 
tion than for your vows to her, will mar 
her reverence for you, and while, if she 
be a true woman, it saddens her life, it 
will also take away her power to be help- 
ful to you. It is not in woman's nature 
to be a helpmeet to a man who does not 
love her. 



THE WIFE SHOULD HELP, NOT MANAGE 
HER HUSBAND. 



And to the wives let me say, ' ' See that 
you reverence your husbands." This 
means that you shall recognize him as the 
head of the family, and that you cherish 
toward him a spirit of submission in all 
things which do not involve moral wrong. 
Do not try to manage him. God has de- 
clared, "he shall rule over thee." This 
ruling men is the one thing which is for- 
bidden to women in the Bible, and it 
seems to be the one thing a certain sort 
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of women are most of all determined to 
secure. No, you, as a wife, must exer- 
cise a great influence over your husband, 
but so far from ruling him you are to help 
him rule well in whatever direction his 
authority extends. You are a helpmeet 
for him, and while he works on the world 
you are to work on him, to make him 
purer, wiser, and better. With loving 
tact you are to labor to correct his thoughts 
and to win him more and more into the 
right way. What path of life he will 
choose, what avocation he will follow, 
what life-work he will undertake — these 
he must decide, and it is yours to make 
yourself as helpful to him as possible. Is 
he a lawyer ? then see to it that he is a 
better and more successful lawyer be- 
cause you are his wife. And so for all 
other pursuits. You have no right to re- 
main in ignorance of your husband's 
affairs. Your highest earthly obligation 
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is to give him the intelligent sympathy he 
needs, and which he cannot get so well 
from any other source. To fail in this is 
to fail to be a true wife. 

You find your husband lacking in some 
important quality, then you are to strive 
to make good the defect, so that his life- 
work shall not suffer because of it. Do 
not imagine that his interests and yours 
are separate. You best help yourself in 
helping him. Think not that if he will 
only attend to his business you will attend 
to yours ; for husband and wife have no 
separate business. Marriage is the closest 
corporation and the completest co-part- 
nership in the world. There should, 
therefore, be a full understanding and a 
state of perfect confidence between the 
husband and wife. 

It is your husband's duty to love you 
and you need his love ; then be lovely ; 
cultivate loveliness of disposition, for this 
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will -give you power to mold bis character. 
Do not let him see any exhibition of ill 
temper, whether it be in the form of scold- 
ing or sulking. You may, by showing 
anger, get his consent to something you 
wish to do, or get him to do something 
you desire, but believe me, the gain is not 
worth the cost. You injure his love for 
you and lessen your power to be a help- 
meet for him. If he is unreasonable, the 
remedy is not in answering back. That 
may silence him, to be sure, but it injures 
him. If you will but watch your oppor- 
tunity, you can say to him without 
irritation all that he needs to hear from 
you. Strive by God's grace to make 
yourself as helpful to him temporally — 
and above all, spiritually — as you are 
capable of becoming. This is your high- 
est earthly duty. You cannot begin too 
soon or work at it too long or too vigor- 
ously. Woe to you if you neglect it. 






r 
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mutual dutie8. 
Husband and wife are joined together 
for life, to strengthen each other in all 
labor, comfort each other in all sorrow, 
and minister to each other in all need, till 
they go out into eternity "equal to the 
angels. " The wife is to hold and increase 
her husband's love, and to make herself 
more and more lovely in his eyes. The 
husband is to cherish his wife as his 
choicest treasure, and to become more 
and more worthy of her reverence and 
love. Perfect confidence, perfect frank- 
ness, and perfect good will should charac- 
terize the home. If at any time any 
differences of opinion should arise, and it 
is to be expected they will arise, let each 
party be careful to give the other the last 
word. And do not let your children 
know of your differences. Let neither 
imagine the other is guilty of neglect 

when doing his or her proper work. It is 
6 
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not true love which is constantly demand- 
ing attention ; that is selfishness, simple 
and simon pure. You did not marry to 
promote your convenience, but to fulfil 
the great design of your Father in Heaven. 
If the wife, for example, is ever demand- 
ing attentions from her husband, and 
feeling hurt if he takes time for his life- 
work which she prefers he should devote 
to her ; then, so far as being a helpmeet 
for him, she will be a millstone about his 
neck. Let the husband also remember 
that his wife is to do, not what he likes to 
have done, but what he needs to have 
done, and he is not to translate his con- 
venience into her duties. 

CHURCH RELATIONS. 

I have been asked about the duties of 
husband and wife when they belong to 
different churches. Shall either give up 
to the other, and if so, which one? In 



I 
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religion " there is neither male nor fe- 
male," and each one is to "give aa 
account of himself unto God." If no 
question of conscience is involved, as, for 
example, if both churches are of the same 
denomination, the wife should go with her 
husband. But if points of conscience are 
involved, then each must do what he or 
she regards as duty. It is very desirable, 
especially where there, are children, for 
the husband and wife to belong to the 
same church. I would, therefore, recom- 
mend the following course : With an 
earnest prayer to God for guidance, and a 
perfect willingness to go wherever the 
Holy Spirit shall lead ; let husband and 
wife take up the New Testament and care- 
fully study together its teachings on the 
questions at issue. Let this be patiently 
and conscientiously done, and then let 
them, if they can agree, join that church 
whose doctrines come nearest the New 
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Testament teaching. But if, after this 
investigation, they cannot agree, then it 
only remains for them to agree to disagree, 
and let each be as f aithf ul a church mem- 
ber as possible. 

SECOND MARRIAGES. 

In regard to second marriages, I can 
say only that there is nothing in the Bible 
to forbid them, only -they should be entered 
into with great care. A young couple, 
even if not well suited at the beginning, 
may become adapted to each other as the 
years go on ; but when middle-aged people 
marry the time of adaptation is past, and 
greater care must be taken, therefore, that 
no misalliance be made. Then the wel- 
fare of the children, in case there are 
children, is to be earnestly considered, 
and no marriage should be contracted 
which will put that welfare in jeopardy. 
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CONCLUSION. 

It has been said that marriage and the 
Sabbath are the two birds of Paradise that 
flew over the walls of Eden, and have, 
through all the centuries, blessed the 
world by their presence. In these two' 
institutions lies the hope for the future of 
the world. The family is the one gov- 
ernment God established in the earth, 
and whose perpetuity he decreed. In 
these days it is fiercely attacked by infi- 
delity, as in the cases of Hume and 
Strauss ; and by false religion, as Mor- 
monism and Mohammedanism. It is 
also assailed by lax laws concerning 
divorce. The family is the foundation 
of all that is good in government and all 
that is worth saving in society. Nothing 
is more plainly written in the records of 
history and on the pages of revelation. 
A true home is the fairest flower Christi- 
anity has planted in the garden of the 
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world ; a place where the husband loves 
and honors the wife, while she reverences 
him with true devotion, and the children 
are dutiful and obedient to both, as they 
are being trained "in the nurture and ad- 
monition of the Lord." " There is no 
place like home," we are fond of singing ; 
but, thank God, there is a place which 
home is like — a place of which our bright- 
est and happiest home on earth is but the 
shadow and symbol — the home of " Our 
Father in Heaven." 



THE FORBIDDEN ALLIANCE. 



— " Tis a fault 

That men not guided by the track of reason, 

But heat and wantonness of blood, run giddy 

To seal such weighty covenants." 

— Shirley. 

"We love rather to dazzle the multitude than 
consult our proper interests ; and it is one of the 
most unaccountable passions of human nature 
that W3 are at greater pains to appear easy and 
happy to others than really to make ourselves 
so. * * Before marriage we cannot be too 
inquisitive and discerning in the faults of the 
person beloved, nor after marriage too dim- 
sighted and superficial." 

— Addison. 



" Officious couplers wantonly engage 
Virtue with vice, brisk youth with frozen age ; 
Behold them groan beneath the iron yoke." 

— Horace. 



Jbe porbiddei? f\\\\aifee. 



"Be not unequally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers. — I Cor. vi : 14. 

5kOME scholars say that the Babylon 
mentioned in the book of Revelation 
refers to "the church grown worldly." 
And reading what is said of Babylon, 
"that great city," with this thought in my 
mind, I found much to startle and arouse 
me. How worldly the churches are to- 
day ! How far they are from being God's 
peculiar people, strangers and pilgrims on 
their way to another world and looking 
upon this as an inn where they shall tarry 
but a night and never return to it ! As 
we think of this, the commandment comes 
home to us with peculiar force, ' ' Be not 
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unequally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers. Which one of you has ever 
changed his plans or given up anything 
on which her heart was set because of this 
command? It is startling to think how 
little effect this plain, straightforward, 
unmistakable command of God has on the 
lives of Christians to-day. 

There are some things which are self- 
evident to all who admit the truth of 
Christianity. Among them are, that 
God's Word is as unchangeable as He — 
not varying with the times nor changing 
with the seasons, and that He is an abso- 
lute sovereign. If He chooses to explain 
His reasons, we must be grateful ; if He 
does not, the obligation on us to obey is 
none the less binding. All we have a 
right to ask is, " What did He say ? " To 
ask, " Why did He say it? " is presump- 
tion. Imagine a subaltern saying to 
his general on the battlefield, "Why do 
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you give me this order? I must under- 
stand and approve your reasons before 
obeying it." There must be no question 
of expediency, or of your own desires or 
interests, when God commands. "Thus 
saith the Lord" must be an end to all 
controversy and to all hesitation. Conse- 
quences must be left in His hands. It 
will not do to say, "I cannot succeed, I 
cannot live;" still less, "I cannot be 
happy unless I disobey" the least of the 
commandments. Your success, your life 
and your happiness are God's business, 
not yours. You are meddling with what 
does not belong to you whenever you 
stop to consider what effect His commands 
will have on these things. Your duty is 
simple, unquestioning obedience to every 
"Thus saith the Lord." "Fear God and 
keep His commandments, for this is the 
whole duty of man." 
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THE OBEDIENCE OF ABRAHAM. 

What an example for all time we have 
in the grand obedience of Abraham. 
There was no doubt about the command, 
no possibility of mistake in the order to 
sacrifice his son, his only son, Isaac. 
Think of the unswerving faith which was 
back of Abraham's readiness to obey that 
command. God seemed to contradict His 
own promise, "In Isaac shall thy seed be 
called." In the epistle to the Hebrews 
we are given a glimpse into Abraham's 
thoughts as he took that memorable jour- 
ney to the mountain, and it is precious as 
a revelation of the character of him who 
was called "the friend of God." 

Going to his awful task, Abraham is 
not thinking of his own grief, of the lone- 
liness of his old age, or of the horror and 
anguish of Sarah when he shall tell her 
of Isaac's death. If ever a man was jus- 
tifiable in thinking of himself, or excusa- 
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ble for hesitating to obey, then was the 
time. He did not wait to reconcile the 
seeming conflict between the promise and 
the command. That would have been to 
sit in judgment upon God. Abraham 
obeyed promptly. God must be true, 
Isaac's seed must inherit this land, and 
therefore Isaac will be restored to life. 
Such were the father's thoughts, we are 
told in Hebrews — ah ! what faith was 
there ! He had never heard of one's be- 

« 

ing raised from the dead — but God's 
Power was infinite. An unheard of mira- 
cle Abraham could easily believe would 
be worked, but that God's promise should 
fail he could not believe. 

THE MEANING OF THE TEXT. 

And now, with these self-evident truths 
laid down, and Abraham as an example 
before us, let us consider the text, asking 
the only question we ought to ask — 
"What hath God said?" 
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44 Be not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers." There is reference to the 
command in Deuteronomy which forbade 
an Israelite to yoke together an ox and 
an ass. They were the animals most used 
in farm work and which would be most 
liable to be yoked together. The one was 
a clean animal, under the law, and the 
other unclean. This command might 
bear hard on the poor farmers. If one of 
his oxen had been injured in the busy 
season, it might be a great inconvenience 
and a serious loss to him not to be allowed 
to harness an ox and an ass together for 
work in the fields. What possible harm 
it could do, the farmer might not be able 
to see. Then why, he might ask, should 
God, who cares so for the poor, give a 
command which would bear often hard on 
them and not so on the rich with their 
many yokes of oxen? But there the 
command stood, requiring obedience, and 
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to it the apostle makes reference in the 
text. 

The idea held forth is that believers are 
| a distinct and separate species. All 

I through the Bible this distinction is 

i 

sharply and clearly made. No matter 
; how amiable or honorable an unbeliever 

; may be, he is a child of sin, a child of 

the devil, an enemy of God, a goat to be 

| driven away at last, and one who is eon- 

i 

| demned already. The Bible knows no 

I middle class. There are to be different 

degrees of punishment and reward in the 
hereafter, but between the two classes, 
the saved and the lost, there is, even in 
this world, a great gulf. Thank God ! it 
is not yet a great gulf fixed, for now there 
is a bridge, the atonement of Christ, 
across which whosoever will may go. 
But the bridge does not remove the gulf 
or lessen its width by one inch, it only 

spans it, while the day of grace lasts. 

7 
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Under the Levitical law there was noth- 
ing partly clean and partly unclean. 
Whoever touched an unclean thing be- 
came himself unclean till he was purified. 
There was no sharper distinction between 
those in the ark and those without, be- 
tween the Israelites and the Gentiles, than 
there is between every regenerate and every 
unregenerate soul. And this sharp distinc- 
tion of species must not be lost sight of. It 
is the grandest cruelty to the unconverted 
to allow them to forget the great gulf be- 
tween them and the saved. It leads them 
to lose sight of the vital importance of a 
change of heart. So sure as the church 
grows worldly, so sure does the world 
begin to think that regeneration is a small 
matter, that a decorous walk is all that is 
necessary, and that God is too merciful 
to be hard on a man who has been guilty 
of no daring sin or crime. 

Never forget, and never allow others to 
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forget, that saints and sinners are a dis- 
tinct species, incapable of amalgamation. 
Let the line be drawn sharply. This does 
not mean that we should set ourselves up 
as holier than others ; very far is it from 
thanking God in a pharisaical spirit that 
we are not like other men. It is rather 
like a man, himself rescued from a great 
peril, striving to rescue others. I have 
seen it in the papers that a Spaniard has 
discovered a method of inoculation which 
gives perfect security against cholera. 
Suppose that dread disease was raging in 
its fell fury in this city, and you had been 
inoculated and were safe from all danger ; 
would you be proud of the gulf be- 
tween you and those who were in peril ? 
Would your continually reminding them 
of their danger and urging them to accept, 
the remedy which had saved you — would 
this be any proof of pharisaism on your 
part? Would your never making any 






100 Talks on Getting Married. 

allusion to the remedy be any proof of 
love and consideration for them ? Would 
it not rather be proof of criminal inhu- 
manity ? 

NO ALLIANCE WITH UNBELIEVERS. 

• 

"Be not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers," not merely infidels or 
heathen, but unbelievers. The command 
in Deuteronomy is not against yoking an 
ox with a lion or a tiger or any wild 
beast, but against thus joining in work an 
ox with a domesticated animal, grazing 
in the same pasture in peace. If you are 
an earnest Christian, on fire with love to 
God, a heathen would not desire to be 
yoked with you. Felix would not have 
been willing to be yoked to Paul, who 
had too much to say about righteousness, 
temperance and a judgment to come, to 
be comfortable. It is with unbelievers 
we are forbidden to be yoked. And this 
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word, which is rightly translated unbe- 
lievers, means also disobedient ones, for 
the clear Greek mind saw that there could 
be no obedience without faith. There 
may be a sort of faith without obedience, 
for the devils believe and tremble, yet do 
not obey But there can be no obedience 
without faith, though it be only the slave's 
faith in the power and purpose of the 
master to punish. It is therefore the un- 
believing and disobedient with whom 
Christians must not be yoked. 

Let us next inquire what the Holy 
Spirit meant by the words "unequally 
yoked together," with an earnest desire 
to do just what He requires without any 
effort to explain away the words or give 
reasons why we cannot obey Him. Let 
us not be fearful of consequences, for we 
may be sure God knew what He was about 
when He gave us these commands, and it 
is ours simply to learn and to do what He 
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has directed, leaving results to Him. It 
is but one word in the Greek which we 
translat r 4 4 unequally yoked together, ' ' 
and it occurs only in this passage. The 
meaning is u unequally yoked together," 
so that progress in the right way would 
be hindered. And the command forbids 
any alliance which will be in the way of 
our spiritual growth and progress. We 
must consider God first of all in every re- 
lation of life, which we choose for our- 
selves. We cannot decide in reference 
to who shall be our fathers, mothers, 
brothers, and sisters, but we can and must 
see to it that these relationships do not 
hinder our obedience to Christ. "If any 
man cometh unto me and hateth not his 
father, and mother, and wife, and chil- 
dren, and brethren, and sisters, yea, and 
. his own life also, h6 cannot be my disci- 
ple." (Luke xiv: 26.) 
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the command is exceedingly broad. 

But in our marriage, our business rela- 
tions, and our intimate friendships, we 
are free to choose, and therefore for these 
choices , we are responsible. In these 
things we must not for a moment forget 
our obligation to make our pleasure and 
our worldly successes entirely subordinate 
to God's glory. The text does not refer 
specially to marriage, as is so often taken 
for granted in quoting the passage. It 
refers to all connections and relationships 
in the world, and to marriage only as one 
of these connections. But it is one ; and 
one of transcendent importance, because 
of its intimacy and because it is for life. 
Every Christian should decide the ques- 
tion of marriage with an eye single to 
God's glory. Will I be more useful, 
moro Christ-like in character, more sepa- 
rate from the world, and more devoted to 
God by marrying this person than by 
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marrying some other, or by remaining 
single? This is first of all, and above 
all. God will not be made a second- 
ary consideration. 

The right treatment of this text does not 
require that I should dwell upon this point ; 
but I will say that many, especially 
Christian women, have suffered in them- 
selves, and in their children by reason of 
their disloyalty to God in the matter of 
marriage. Excuse my saying that Chris- 
tian women, as a rule, more recklessly 
disobey this command than do Christian 
men. Thoughtful men, though they are 
unbelievers, know how largely their 
reverence for their mothers is based 
on the piety of those mothers, and they 
desire their sons to grow up with similar 
reverence. The thought of a Godless 
mother is revolting to us all, and men 
who care for the character of their sons 
will not lightly expose them to the danger 
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of having Godless mothers by marrying 
women who are ungodly, in the vague 
hope that they may be converted after- 
wards. 

The commandment, however, refers to 
all working together in any relation into 
which sin enters or which hinders the 
Christian's growth in grace or usefulness 
in the kingdom of God. It forbids all 
business connections which lead to viola- 
tions of our Lord's commands. A 
Christian must not enter in partnership in 
a business which involves any dishonesty, 
or trickery, or gambling. It is not enough 
that he is not directly responsible for the 
sin, or that he does not do it himself and 
cannot prevent others doing it. If he 
profits by the iniquity he is guilty. He 
must not be unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers thus ; he should come 
out from among them and be separate, 
and touch no unclean thing, as saith the 
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Lord. Neither his name, his talent, his 
influence, nor his money must be used in 
any business where God's commands are 
disregarded. He must not rent his prop- 
erty for sinful uses, nor imagine the Lord 
will hold him guiltless because he shuts 
his eyes to what is done with his estate. 

A Christian must not be unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers in any 
corporation which disregards the Sabbath. 
One of our greatest preachers has said, 
"If any business leads to the necessary 
violation of the Sabbath, then the case is 
plain. A Christian is to have no fellow- 
ship with such unfruitful works of dark- 
ness, but is rather to reprove them." Do 
you say, in amazement, fct This is too 
hard. In these days of corporations and 
partnerships, who can avoid being yoked 
thus with unbelievers?" Did I not tell 
you at the beginning that the churches 
have become so worldly that many pro- 
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fessing Christians stand aghast before the 
plain teaching of God's Word ? Do you 
suppose that God changes his law one jot 
or tittle because of the commercial 
transactions of the Nineteenth Century ? 
"Come ye out from among them and be 
ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch no 
unclean thing, and I will receive you, and 
will be a father unto you, and ye shall be 
to me sons and daughters, saith the Lord 
Almighty." (II Cor. vi : 17, 18.) Can 
any human being mock God by refusing 
to obey this command, and yet hope that 
God will be a Father to him while he 
persists in such refusal ? 

OBJECTION. 

It may be objected that withdrawing 
from every alliance which involves dis- 
honest dealings or the violation of any of 
God's commands might result in financial 
ruin. What of that? In a few years 
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financial success or ruin will be a matter 
of no consequence to you, my friend, and 
as you stand before the Judgment Bar no 
one will ask how much money you made 
in life ; the one question then will be, 
and it is a question of vital and everlast- 
ing consequence, have you obeyed the 
commandments of God? But other 
Christians do not obey this requirement ! 
What of that ? . You are not to be judged 
by the conduct of Christians, but by the 
Word of God. But it does not involve 
financial ruin to maintain a good con- 
science before God. William E. Dodge, 
who began life poor and at his recent 
death left an estate worth several millions 
of dollars, refused to own stock in a rail- 
road which ran trains on Sunday, setting 
a noble example, which all can follow if 
they will. 

It is true that but for the support of 
professed Christians many of the worst 
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evils in our land would not be sustained. 
Suppose all who wear Christ's name re- 
fused to be identified with any business 
which involved the violation of Bible 
teaching — how long till such business 
would cease ? The terrible growth of 
worldliness, the easy yielding to being 
yojked together with unbelievers, which 
has made such strides in our churches in 
the last fifty years, was recently brought 
homo to me quite sharply. I was read- 
ing some time since a brief sketch of a 
prominent Baptist merchant who had just 
died at a good old age in Albany, N. Y. 
When a young man he came from En- 
gland, intending to make his home in 
Cleveland, Ohio. The stage from New 
York City reached Albany on Saturday 
evening, and he stopped over Sunday. 
There he met a friend who persuaded him 
to make Albany his home. This young 
business man, though hurrying through a 
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strange country, would not travel on the 
Lord's day. On the very day this article 
was published, Dr. Link offered a resolu- 
tion in the Southern Baptist Convention, 
changing the day of meeting from Wed- 
nesday to Friday, because if the Conven- 
tion adjourned on Saturday night, as was 
usual, the delegates would travel on Sun- 
day ! and observe that the majority of the 
delegates are pastors ! Like people, like 
priest ! When the Lord comes, will He 
find faith and obedience in the earth ? 

It is the old story of Saul and the cat- 
tle spared for the sacrifice. Our churches 
are growing in members, wealth, educa- 
tion, and what is called Christian activity ; 
but are we growing in earnest love for 
God's Word and faithful obedience to His 
commands? Will He compromise with 
us — so much Christian activity for so 
much being yoked together in disobedience 
with unbelievers ? We must have no part 
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whatever in business or amusement which 
involves the violation of God's command- 
ments. This is the first meaning of the 
text. 

THE TWO YOKES. 

£nd the second meaning is like unto 
it. "Be not unequally yoked together 
with unbelievers." Christians have their 
yoke, and unbelievers have theirs. The 
one is the yoke of Christ — "take my 
yoke upon you" — and the other is the 
yoke of the world, the flesh, and the 
devil ; the yoke of selfishness, of living 
for pleasure, of money-loving ; in brief, 
of making God's commandments a 
secondary consideration, and of being in- 
different to a plain "thus saith the Lord. " 
This interpretation covers much of the 
ground of the other, and it grows deeper 
in cutting away all conformity to the 
world. It is the unbeliever's yoke a 
Christian wears when he has any part or 
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lot in any business or pleasure which in- 
volves sin. How often does the apostle 
enforce this command, and how wicked as 
well as absurd it is for Christians to wear 
the yoke of unbelievers ! 

APPLICATION. 

"Be not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers." Are you obeying this 
command, or are you ignoring it ? If you 
have violated it in the past, will you ask 
God to forgive you and to grant you grace 
to obey it in the future ? Think you this 
will be hard ? Ueligion never was - in- 
tended to be child's play. But it is hard 
only to the carnal nature, and O ! the 
glorious promise if you will obey ! 

"Wherefore, come ye out from among 
them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch no unclean thing ; and I will 
receive you, and will be to you a Father, 
and ye shall be to me sons and daughters, 
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saith the Lord Almighty." The infinite 
God rises up in his might and majesty as 

He makes this promise — lest any should 

• 

fear the consequences to their temporal 
interests of obedience to this command. 
Sons and daughters to the Lord Almighty! 
There could be no grander promise than 
that, for time and for eternity — sons and 
daughters to the Lord Almighty ! And 
may the Holy Spirit carry home to every 
heart the exhortation of the apostle which 
follows: "Having therefore these prom- 
ises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves 
from all defilement of flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God ! " 
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HARMONY AT HOME. 



"How different are the lives of Aristus and 
Aspasia ! The innocent vivacity of the one is 
tempered and composed by the cheerful gravity 
of the other. The wife grows wise by the dis- 
courses of the husband, and the husband good- 
humored by the conversation of the wife." 

— Steele. 
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Many men complain much of the vanity, 
pride, but above all, ill-nature of their wives. I 
cannot tell how it is, but I think I see in all 
their complaints that the cause of their uneasi- 
ness is in themselves ; and indeed I have hardly 
ever observed the married condition unhappy, 
but for want of judgment or temper in the man." 

— Steele. 
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To give society its highest taste, 
Well ordered home man's best delight to make, 
And by submissive, modest skill, with every 

gentle care eluding art, 
To raise the virtues, animate the bliss, 
And sweeten all the toils of human life ; 
This be the female dignity and praise." 

— Thomson. 



Jtermopy at Jtome. 



* * Can two walk together except they be agreed ? " 
Amos iii : 3. 

|*HIS is one of the proverbial expres- 
sions which Amos uses to enforce the 
threatenings of God toward His disobe- 
dient people. They had sinned against 
Him vilely and ungratefully, and the record 
of their sins, as given in the stern words 
of the prophet, is shameful. Idolatry, 
covetousness, immorality, defiance, and 
forgetfulness of God are all here in their 
worst forms. They sold the righteous for 
silver, the poor for a pair of shoes, and 
such sins were common among them as 
were not named among the Gentiles. 
44 You only have I known among all the 
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nations of the earth;" and to learn all 
the deep meaning of that reproach, we 
must turn to the song of Moses, which he 
spoke in the ears of all the congregation 
of Israel. i ' When the Most High divided 
to the nations their inheritance, when He 
separated the sons of Adam, He set the 
bounds of the people according to the 
number of children of Israel." Think of 
it ! the very bounds of the earth's great 
empires were assigned with reference to 
the welfare of that one small people. 
Such are the lqve, and kindness of the 
God of all the earth to this one nation — 
and such is the return they make for that 
love ! 

Nor was that all. When the prophets 
warned them of God's wrath and the 
punishment which would surely follow, 
they laughed the message to scorn. They 
referred the evils which had befallen them 
to natural causes, and refused to see God 
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in them at all. They imagined that be- 
cause they were the chosen people, God 
would not punish them for their sins. 
Such stern words as the prophet spoke 
might apply to Edom and Ammon, but 
not to Israel. It is an old delusion that 
God can be mocked by his people's sow- 
ing one thing and reaping another, by 
disobeying the law and avoiding the 
penalty. 

It is this flattering lie of the tempter 
which Amos is combatting, "You only 
have I known among all the nations of the 
earth ; " but that is far from being a rea- 
son why they could trample upon God's 
commands with impunity. The Judge of 
all the earth must do right. He is no 
weak, earthly father, at whose authority 
spoiled children can laugh. Where great 
blessings are given, there great responsi- 
bility is added, and to whom much is 
given, of him shall much be required. 
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Because they have been thus chosen, 
4 'therefore," God says, "will I punish 
all your iniquities." Divine favor is not 
a thing to be presumed upon. He that 
has five talents must bring five more. • It 
is true his reward will be in proportion, 
but so would his punishment have been 
had he been faithless to his trust. 

Because God has loved and blessed you 
greatly is no reason why he will look 
complacently upon your sin ; it is rather 
a reason for holding you to a stricter 
account. God's special favor upon you, 
so far from diminishing, greatly increases 
the guilt of your sin. Israel thought they 
could go on with their idolatries and un- 
cleanness, and that God would still be 
their God and they still be His people. 
If He would only be complaisant and 
good-naturedly indifferent, there would 
be no trouble. They could still walk 
with Him, acknowledging Him as God of 
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Israel and keeping up His worship with 
all possible grandeur of priestly robes and 
all possible abundance of sacrifice. To 
them, in their desire to accommodate 
God's worship and their own sins, comes 
the keen sarcasm of the question — "Can 
two walk together except they be agreed ? " 
There is solemn warning here to those 
who live in known sin, who do in their 
business or pleasure what they know the 
Bible condemns, and yet imagine they 
will not be held to a strict accountability 
because they are church* members, or be- 
cause they do good or refrain from evil in 
other directions. God is holy and will 
not walk with those who are unholy, no 
matter if they are numbered among His 
people. The very idea is absurd. How 
can two walk together except they be 
agreed ? It is only those who, by patient 
continuance in well-doing, seek for glory 
and honor and immortality, who shall re- 
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ceive eternal life. Such is the immediate 
lesson Amos teaches. God will not be 
our God, nor will we be His people unless 
we be agreed — agreed in the end we 
strive for, his glory ; and agreed in the 
character we seek to attain — the character 
of holiness. The only way to agree with 
Him, so that we may walk together, is 
by being regenerated by the Holy Spirit, 
and surrendering our will to His. 

But I desire to speak more particularly 
of these words as applied to our relations 
to our fellowmen. 

FRICTION UNAVOIDABLE. 

How to avoid friction is the great ques- 
tion in all machinery. All sorts of lubri- 
cators are tried, and all sorts of material 
used to reduce the wear and tear caused 
by friction. Nor is there freedom from 
danger in this thiflg. Not long ago I 
read in the papers that the box to the 
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wheel of a sleeping car took fire from 
friction, as the train was moving rapidly 
over the road, making stops only at the 
large cities. The fire was not discovered 
till the flames reached the body of the 
car, where the passengers wore sleeping, 
and as a result several of them were badly 
burned. Many a destructive fire has been 
started by friction, and that man will be 
hailed as the benefactor of the age who 
chall discover some lubricator which will 
prevent all friction, or better still, find 
two metals which will work on each other 
smoothly with no friction. Yet, in its 
place, friction is useful. We could not 
walk and teams could not draw and wheels 
could not run without it. It is the fric- 
tion between, the engine wheel and the 
track that sends the train thundering 
along. Did you ever try to walk upon 
very slippery ice? The only difficulty 
was a lack of friction between your foot 
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and the smooth surface. Then it is by 
friction that we sharpen all tools. 

The friction between mind and nerve, 
between opinions and ideas, between wills 
and hopes is as wearing on mind and 
spirit as is friction on material things. 
And it is dangerous, also, lighting more 
terrible fires than ever raged in factory or 
mill. There is nothing more wasteful of 
spiritual and intellectual power than this 
continual strain to overcome resistance. 
The friction may seem slight, but it wears 
and exhausts the powers of mind and 
soul. Watch the whirling wheels and 
bands in a great factory. To you all 
seems to move smoothly, and yet, ere 
long, ponderous steel bars are worn thin 
by the constant friction. It is the regu- 
lar and unceasing loss, hour by hour, and 
day by day, which tells. The skilled 
workman will tell you that they use lubri- 
cators most and strive hardest to avoid all 
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cause of friction in those parts of the 
machinery which come into closest and 
most constant contact. It makes little 
difference if two beams rub each other 
once a month, but *if they rub daily .and 
hourly, everything possible must be done 
to lessen the friction. 

HOW TO REGULATE THE FRICTION. 

There is in the text the wisdom which 
sees and avoids all occasion for mental 
friction. "Can two walk together except 
they be agreed?" How can two walk 
together who are going in different direc- 
tions ? One or the other or both must go 
out of their course and so fail to reach 
their goal. God makes no allowance in 
his requirements, for time and strength 
wasted in trying to keep in the company 
of those who are not walking in the path 
marked out for us. The man who re- 
ceived ten talents would not have been 
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excused, had he failed to bring the full 
amount of interest, because part of the 
money had been used in making and 
keeping peace with those who cared noth- 
ing for his Lord. 

Two cannot walk together unless they 
be agreed as to the direction they will go. 
Nor can they walk together unless they 
be agreed as to the rate they will travel. 
If one walks rapidly, while the other 
loiters and stops continually to sit in the 
shade ; or, if one goes a steady gait 
which he can maintain, while the other 
runs with all his strength and then sleeps 
till he is rested from the great exertion — 
can they walk together ? 

How can two walk together if they do 
not trust each other ; if one has no confi- 
dence in the integrity or the kindness or 
the courage of his companion ? His mind 
will be distracted from the obstacles and 
dangers in the way, and his spirits damp- 
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ened by a sense of the need of constantly 
guarding against the untrustworthiness of 
his companion. 

There can be no satisfaction in walk- 
ing together unless there be similar tastes 
as well. If one likes what the other dis- 
likes ; if one is • interested in what the 
other fijids a weariness ; if one is bright 
and hopeful while ^he other is morose and 
despondent, there can be no pleasure in 
walking together. But two cannot walk 
together who are going in different direc- 
tions^ or who, if going in the same 
direction, walk at different rates of speed. 
These two conditions are indispensable. 

Walking together implies companion- 
ship. It makes little difference whether 
you agree with a man who sells you goods 
over a counter — it is necessary that you 
agree only about the price. And so your 
agreement with those with whom you have 
little to do, is a .matter of small conse- 
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quence. But the longer the walk you are 
to take together, the more intimate the 
companionship and the greater the inter- 
est you have in common, the more 
impossible it is that you should walk to- 
gether except you be agreed. And the 
more points to which the agreement ex- 
tends the better. It is, however, essential 
in all important points, and most essential 
of all in the aim of your lives. There 
must be complete accord on this chief 
point, or the friction will be terrible and 
the burden of life well nigh too heavy to 
be borne. 

It is this necessity of agreement be- 
tween those who walk together which has 
occasioned the proverb, " A man is known 
by the company he keeps." It is not 
only that his choice of company reveals 
his true character, but because uncon- 
sciously he becomes like the company he 
keeps. This association is more power- 
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f ul for evil than for good — alas ! for our 
fallen nature that it is so ! It has been 
well said that medicine often fails of its 
effect, but poison never. Soot is not 
made any whiter by contact with a white 
garment, but the garment is fouled. Now 
these great truths are first to be recognized 
and accepted, and then we must inquire 
what is our duty concerning them. Faith 
and obedience, God hath joined to- 
gether, and woe to the man who puts 
them asunder ! 

LOVE THE GREAT LUBRICATOR. 

The longest and closest companionship 

known to man is that of husband and 

wife in marriage. Therefore it is of the 

highest importance that those who walk 

together "till death do them part " should 

be agreed. The greater the agreement 

the more harmony and peace will there 

be in the home. Some friction there will 
9 
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be, for two human beings, will never be 
in such accord as angels would have ; 
hence the necessity for securing the 
greatest amount of agreement possible. 
Love is the great lubricator. Love is 
essential to the smooth working of mental 
and moral machinery everywhere, and it 
is needed most of all in the family. Yet 
no amount of love between husband and 
wife can make up for the want of harmony 
in character and in the purposes of life. 
In choosing a companion regard must be 
paid chiefly to these points, and woe to 
who ever neglects them. 

RECKLESSNESS OF WOMEN. 

In this thing of being "unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers," in 
marriage, it is sadly true that women are 
more reckless than men. One hundred 
Christian women can be found willing to 
marry dissipated and impure men, to 
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where one Christian man can be found 
willing to marry a dissipated, impure 
woman. It speaks badly for the piety of 
a Christian that he or she is willing to 
marry one who is not a Christian. The 
best and most amiable of the unconverted 
are enemies of God ; and how can the 
child of such a Father desire to be yoked 
in intimate, life-long companionship with 
one who is at enmity with Him? It is 
plain that piety is not the controlling life- 
principle of such a Christian. If God 
were indeed the chief object of his affec- 
tion, he would delight most in those who 
loved God, and seek the companionship 
of those who would sympathize with his 
fondness of holy things. 

It shows a lack of humility, and excess 
of conceit in one who thinks he or she is 
strong enough to stand against the con- 
stant influence of an ungodly husband or 
wife, and to be an efficient worker in the 
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Lord's vineyard, as if his or her compan- 
ion were forward in every good word and 
work. Are you vain enough to imagine 
that you can influence your partner for 
good more than he can influence you for 
evil? Do not deceive yourselves. Come 
out fairly and say, "I am so strong and 
great that no external influence, however 
near and powerful, can hinder my growth 
in grace. To be sure Paul felt the need 
of Christian companionship, and found 
no rest in spirit when deprived of it, but 
I am stronger than he." 

But you love some one who is ungodly ? 
Is your love anything more than fondness 
for a pretty face and a handsome form ? 
Is it founded upon the rock of a noble 
character ? Then it is strange you desire 
the permanent companionship of one who 
is irreligious ; strange that beneath all 
that brightness and beauty, the worldli- 
ness and selfishness, the ignoring of God 
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and lack of love for Him who died for you, 
should not repel you. If you love God 
you will be attracted only by a Godlike 
character. You will be very tender and 
compassionate for those who are under 
condemnation, but you will desire most 
association with those who love the Lord. 
But does not the Bible say, "How 
knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt 
save thy husband, and how knowest thou, 
O husband, whether thou shalt save thy 
wife? " Yes, but it is speaking of those 
converted after marriage. When one of 
a couple became a Christian while the 
other remained impenitent, there must 
not be a separation. It shows the con- 
viction of the early Christians of the 
necessity that two walking together should 
be agreed, that this question of separation 
was raised among them. These words of 
Paul are no warrant for marrying an un- 
believer, for it is to these same Corin- 
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thians that the apostle writes — "Be. not 
unequally yoked together with unbe- 
lievers." 

MARRIAGES INEXPEDIENT. 

Of course the marriage of pious per- 
sons of different denominations is on a 
very different footing, since both parties 
are children of God. And while I can- 
not say that such marriages are always 
necessarily wrong, I do not hesitate to 
say that, as a rule, they are inexpedient. 
One may be so namby-pamby in belief as 
to have no decided convictions on the 
points which separate the denominations, 
and so would as soon belong to one church 
as another. Such an one would not be a 
a good companion for any really earnest 
soul. But decided convictions, if they 
differ, are sure to increase the friction of 
domestic machinery. Even if there is no 
arguing, there is a constant sense of lack 
of sympathy, a constant constraint in 
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talking of your belief, and holding back 
the frank giving a reason for the faith that 
is in you. The difficulty is greater where 
there are children to be trained. A 
brother will often refrain from teaching 
his children their full duty to God, be- 
cause he wishes to keep peace at home — 
as though our Lord considered keeping 
peace at home better than obedience to His 
commandments. "I came not to send 
peace on the earth but a sword, and a man's 
foes shall be those of his own household." 
If husband and wife do argue, then 
peace and harmony are gone. Persons 
cannot argue day after day with the same 
ones about a thing which they feel so 
deeply as their religious belief, without 
bitterness. Constant clashing of opin- 
ions may sharpen intellects as the grind- 
stone sharpens the ax ; but it is not 
pleasant to have one's mind continually 
on the grindstone. 
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There is danger you will not be half so 
effective in your church work if married 
to one of another faith. Often both 
parties become but indifferent Christians 
and the children do not become Christians 
at all. Nay, if you wish to be strong 
men and women in Christ Jesus, giving 
your whole force to the contest with the 
dragon, choose for a life-partner one who 
will stand shoulder to shoulder in all 
things, who will sympathize with you in 
your church work as in all else. How it 
cheers and strengthens to have a com- 
panion whose hopes, wishes, and purposes 
are the same as ours ! Leave as few points 
of friction as you can. While godliness 
and identity of faith are most important, 
yet will your life be more useful and 
happy if you choose one whose tastes and 
ideas are like your own. The more points 
of harmony — the more things in which 
you can heartily unite, the happier will be 
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your home and the greater will be your 
strength for your work in the world. 
Two creatures yoked together will accom- 
plish more if they keep step, going 
steadily forward, side by side, along the 
same path. If one lags or lies down, or 
tries to go in another direction, he hinders 
sorely his yoke-fellow, who would fain 
press forward. The contest'is sore enough 
with the foe before us ; the friction is 
wearing out the nervous and spiritual 
machinery too rapidly at best. It be- 
hooves us then to secure partners with 
whom we can agree, being more careful 
to secure complete agreement as the part- 
nership is closer and more lasting. 

NEVER SACRIFICE PRINCIPLE FOR 
EXPEDIENCY. 

But when husband and wife are already 
members pf different denominations — 
how then ? I warn you against changing 
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the faith you profess simply for the sake, 
of being together. Bad as difference of 
this sort is, it is far better than a selfish 
disregard of God's authority. You must 
not join a church with respect of persons, 
because some one else is a member there, 
for that is putting contempt upon the 
Bible. Neither would I have you dis- 
pute with your husband or wife. The 
thing to do is this : get brief statements, 
the briefer the better, of the faith of the 
different denominations, and then open 
your Bible with a prayer to the Holy 
Spirit to guide you, resolved to do exactly 
what God's Word teaches. Earnestly 
and prayerfully go over all the points in- 
volved, and then join the church whose 
doctrines and practices come nearest to 
what you find in the Scriptures. If the 
result is that you are confirmed in your 
present faith, then you will be greatly 
benefitted, for your convictions will rest, 
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not upon family tradition or personal re- 
lations, but upon the sure foundation of 
God's Word. If either party shall join 
the church of the other, the same thing 
will be true, and if they both are led to 
join a third denomination, they will ever 
be ready with an intelligent reason for the 
faith that is in them. Only be sure you 
are following the Bible, and are asking 
only what God would have you do. So 
shall you be blessed and useful here, and 
so shall you receive the glad welcome 
when life's struggles are over — "Well 
done good and faithful servant." 

CONCLUSION. 

"Can two walk together except they 
be agreed?" Losing sight of all human 
relationships, which, at longest, will van- 
ish in a few years, fix your thoughts on 
the great question : How can you walk 
with God? If you do not, if you walk 
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contrary to Him, He has said He will 
walk contrary to you. Think what that 
means. You cannot walk with God in 
glory hereafter unless you walk with Him 
in loving obedience here. You must 
agree with Him, and this means that you 
must give up your enmity against Him 
and your love of sin, and be regenerated 
by the Holy Ghost. I beseech you in 
Christ's stead, "Be ye reconciled to 
God." "Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and thou shalt be saved." Think 
of the peace, joy, and security here and 
hereafter promised to those who "walk 
with God." 
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